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ur_galy barriees lie in our
mindl's eye; il we can perceive
a lhing, w= can see i

That i ihe lewsos setresi-play-
wrighl Eaefie Condra i bringing %0
some 500 Browand siwdenis this
weelk in the play Jdnnie Sillisan. Cos-
dea wwole and slars w the play. which
bas 2 special periormance at @ Friday
evemng gl

Coredra accepis o baariers s ber
o=n Fle; she is cotaly tind. So an seal
Iifie wics the yeung Annic Sullives uniil
sergery resiored her sight wi age 20
Siillivas wad the so-called sicch
worker who laught eles Keller 5o
e ncale thouph Kcller sai Blind,

Having adiusted fo her
indress, Estelle
Condra sees things in a
different way.

dend and unables 1o sk,

“We had auch a good laugh, my
director and [,” Copdia says in ihe
rizh secear oF bey oative Soulh Afnea,
“bezavse in the bepaming of ihe Fm-.l
i Anme Sulliven om Blasd Now, [
bavee worked hard inomy 0fz so ihed

achnds can bell, il you wadk op o me
om Ehe streed, thal | am blind. 501 bave
in work & ilage a1 how o ook
bllr:-?h-n. wheo IIT'n:-ie SRR YR,
[ haee 1oack s thowgh | can see and
prople have to believe W~

She laughs al ke ircay, [n faci, she
loughs often aoughaut this phoe
ialerve fiom ber home in Mashville,

“Ak First | callesd ihe play Fifvaunss
of Lawgheer,”™ she saps, "beckoie for a
Himl perion gl it part of leaming
what laughieg & B no one could 18
what it wad sbaout, g we clanged §”

The play, presenied e o studends
a8 pan of the Rresand schoal Hatrict's
Swdent Ensichment in che Aris and

lind actress shares marvelous insight

Sclences, [wcuser on Annic Sullivan’s
Iale siory, Beginning with Annie's des-
porrade childhood and her cwa siruggle
with hiindness.

“Whken | played Annie in e Mims
gle Warder, § learned soch imesesting
information abnul hee 1hat | aever
fpew, and | ikink the pelblic doesn’i
Tndw,” Bach 3 A ape 8, Annie e
laken fiom an aleabsbe father sfler
her misher and three other siblings
died, and placed mto an  asvlus
When @ youmger brether digd = the
asplum, Anme was slone io fhe world
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BRINGIMNG MESSAGE: Actress
aned piaywrighl Esteiia Condra.

Blindness
no barrier to
perception

BLIND, FRCM 18

“She had a glandular growth
across her eyes and she was blind.
She stayed at the asylum until she
was | 4. She couldn't read or writs,
but she was a vivacious firebail,”
Condra laughed, clearly identify-
img with the character. “Oh, she
got 50 punithed, because she had
that spirit, you know, that spark.”

The play follows determined
Annie into an institute, through
successful eyve surgery, and finally
at age 20 to the Helen Keller
home. .

*It was the right match,” Con-
dra says of teacher and student.
“They locked horns. They were
both stubborm. She was deter-
mined she was going o make con-
tact with Hejen's mind.”

Caondra berself sufTers from reti-
nitis pigmentosa, an incurable
decay of the retina that started in
her childheod and ook abour 30
vears to compietely blind her,
though by the end of high school
she could no longer focus well
enough to read. “Every day, all the
tirme, | knew it was coming. It was
terrible waiting.”

As a3 vouth, she had this urge to
cram as much as she could nto
the years when she could e, “It
was a very subconscious thing,
vou don't know it. | worked very,
very hard. From time to time, ['d
have therapy and they'd say, "Oh,
ire you running away {rom some-
thing? 1'd say, good gracious no.”

She giggles. “OF course | was
running away! Eventuaily when it
catches up with vou, ¥ou just have
to make peace with it 1" a re-
mendous =fort to deal with the
desire 1o see.”

Her faiiing sight cidn't keep
Condra from sarning 2 degres Mn
drama frem the Universicr of Pre-
1oria and performing ot che Tovn-
Sen Theatsr Scheol 'n London.

cialty shildren and youth,

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY SHOW

Biind playwright-actrass Estelle Condra will perform her play,
Annie Sutfivan, al ¥ p.m. Friday at a gala celebrating the 25th anni-
varsary of the Very Special Arts program.

Among thosa attending will ba John Kemp, president and CEQC
of Very Speclal Aris International, based In Washington, D.C. Very
Special Ars is an international organization that provides learning
opporiunities through the ans for parsons M‘I’hfllmbll]liu. aipe-

The gaia will aiso honor Rose Miniaci, who has just establizhed
an arts and education endowment fund for the Broward school dis-
trict, according 10 Sharon Brooks, head of the schocls' Student
Enrichmant in tha Arts and Sciences.

The gala, at tha Broward Center for the Parforming Art's Ama-
ture Theatar, 201 SW Fifth Ave., Fort Lauderdale, is cpen lo the
public but seating ks limited. Call 954-712-1620.

where "1 chased doctors for
awhile” and became enchanted
with children's theater,

Condra has writlen a previous
play, Caged, which she says Is
about how she lost her sight
through the years, “and how |
tried to make peace with it.™ The
play uses the symbal of a bird,
caged and full of self-pity after its
wings are clipped, that is cne day
ze1 free.

“One day somebody apens the
cage door and vou discover vou
can fly again, though in a different
way,” she savs.

Just as Condra still flies: She
hikes, climbs, bhorseback rides,
spow- and water-skis, and bikes
with her husband, David. He iz a
UL.S. citizen whom she met in
South Africa whilé he was there on
busingss, they maoved ta the States
in 1973, and 1o Mashville in [980.

Besides writing and starring in
piays. including at the Keanedy
Center for the Performing Ars,
she has written two children’s
books, Jer the Ccean and Miracle
in a Showbox, and a videotape,
Startes far Christmas Eve with
Estelle Condra.

She has run schoaols for children,
mcluding one called Imagination
Station, leaching children mnova-
tive thinking and creative drama.

While Monday through Thurs-
day she will perform at the
Broward Center Sor the Perform-
ing Arts' Amaturg Theater, on
rrudav she wiil bring Ser auft of
overcoming personal challenges to
Brosard's Bright Honzon Scoocol

for multidisabled children.

Candra also gives motivationai
seminars and interactive work-
shops to businesses, teachers and
parents, especiaily parents of disa-
bied children. “It is such a dread-
ful thing to hald a baby in vour
arms and be told your child can-
not hear or see. They need to
know there is [ife after blindness
or deafness, | show them through
my eyes. How | see things. How [
deal with things.”

Condra also likes to perform
comedy skits “about the insane
things that happen to a blind per-
son, like arguing with someone
when vou are absolutely confident
an object 15 red.”

One favorite skit iilustrates why
blind people shouldn't vacoum (as
a room full of props gets sucked
away), and another recails the
time she wanted to show off her
horseback riding skills to friends.
Az a joke) they turned the saddle
backward, She caughs on when she
felt for the reins and got a hand
fidl of taii,

On stage and ofl she uses tech-
niques of perception of floor tex-
tures, sounds, taciile iensations
and air currentz lo “‘see.” She
often talks about “seeing” some-
one of something. “Absolutely |
use those words. IU's not gone
from me. It means | perceive a
person. 1 fesls 1o me that [ ses
nam.

S0 it was a0 surprise when
Esteile Condra snded this zDone
soOversanon ‘ara: ": Q0K :-I}I"-
wand 1o sesing vou.”



